heaven and hell, the glory of God and of those who
do worthily. The unconscious skill with which these
unpretentious woodcuts convey their message has
given them a high place in the annals of artistic
expression.

The BOOK OF HOURS was the medium in which the
PARIS publishers made their great contribution to
the history of book illustration during the quarter-
century following the year 1490. The Livre d'heures,
or Horse Beatse Virginis Marise, was the layman's
manual of devotion through whose use the worship
of the Virgin Mother of Christ gained a widespread
impetus during the Middle Ages. The book came to
be the work most frequently placed in the hands of
artists and illuminators, who lavished on it their ut-
most skill. Copies decorated by the staff of artists
maintained by Jean Due de Berri, and those made
for other members of the Valois family or for their
cousins of England when the latter were dominant
in Paris, are among the most desirable books ever
made. The fame of these superb treasures, the per-
fection of the miniaturists' art, created a desire for
similar books among those who were in the court
circles. As wealth became general, more and more
people who could afford to gratify their ambitions
contributed to the prosperity of the makers of these
illuminated books. The business of producing them
became a very highly organized industry at Paris,
employing hundreds of artists and subsidiary crafts-
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